The Department of Regional Economics and
Administration in cooperation with the Institute of Tourism of the Faculty of Economics and
Administration at Masaryk University organized
already the 8th International Colloquium on
Tourism. This meeting of academicians and experts from ministries and regions active in the
field of tourism was traditionally held in the
wine village of Pavlov from 7 to 8 September
2017. The partner of the colloquium was the
Tourist Authority South Moravia.
All sessions of the colloquium were focused on
current tourism issues and their theoretical and
practical aspects, for example, on Regional Development Programmes in Tourism, Marketing

Plan and, ultimately, on the issue of Partnership
and Coordination in Tourism Regions. Each topic was introduced by key speakers, who also
opened a fruitful discussion. All participants of
this colloquium took an active part in it.
On Thursday, during the first thematic block,
Jitka Zikmundová from Oberösterreich Tourismus and Soňa Machová from CzechTourism
talked about activities and their coordination
in Austria and in the Czech Republic. Whereas
Soňa Machová mentioned the Marketing Information System as an analytical and presentation tool that allows the presentation of specific
data and makes it easier to analyse them, Jitka
Zikmundová described the destination management process in Upper Austria, principles of
its organization and legislation. Thanks to her
many years of foreign experience, it was a very
beneficial and impressive presentation.
Afterwards, the session continued with regional programmes in tourism. In this section, Jiří Voves from the Ministry for Regional
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Development introduced the National Programme of Support for Tourism in Regions
and described the certification process. This
national perspective was complemented by experts from the regions, who spoke on strategies
and priorities at a regional level. One of these
experts was Ivana Lukášková, representing the
Regional Office of the South Moravian Region.
Another expert was Tomáš Čihák, head of Vysočina Tourism, a contributory organization.
Both also mentioned the barriers to successful
implementation and the financing options in
these two regions.
The evening program was held as usual in a friendly atmosphere. The social evening in a wine
cellar has become a popular opportunity for
informal discussion and debating about the
impressive research topics. Wine tasting and accompanied with dulcimer music provided many
opportunities to networking in a relaxed social
setting.
Friday morning was devoted to the issues of tourism regions. Martin Šauer, a keynote speaker
from Masaryk University, aimed his presentation

at the certification of regional DMOs along with
the program of support for the establishment
and development of regional DMOs. In this context, it was interesting to compare two case studies – Upper Austria and South Moravia.
Jiří Vaníček from Silesian University in Opava focused on destination management in the SouthBohemian Region and on tourism development
concept. He highlighted basic strategic goals and
the importance of cooperation in this region.
After the discussion, the course of the colloquium was evaluated and final concluding speeches
were made. Participants and organizers are already looking forward to another fruitful discussion within the 9th International Colloquium on Tourism, which will be held from 13 to
14 September 2018. Further information and
deadlines can be found on the colloquium Internet pages: https://www.econ.muni.cz/mezin
arodni-kolokvium-o-cestovnim-ruchu.
Markéta Bobková
Faculty of Economics
and Administration, Masaryk University
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